Trinity 15, 2026 Pusey House The Principal
Be not Anxious: Purification, Illumination, Union, the way of Transformation.
short sermon before Fr Jack Gabig speaks after mass.

Joshua 24.14-25, Galatians 6.11-18, Matthew 6.24-end

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you
This morning, Fr Jack Gabig will address us at end of mass. He will help us to hear the readings today through lens of Lord’s prayer. This great prayer is a pattern of life as well as a practice. All the gifts and graces our Lord invites us to seek, the kingdom of God, and his righteousness and there in us in a prayer which is simple and rich beyond our understanding. 
Here, I will say few words about Lord’s invitation. He invites us to turn away from something, an oppressive and confused care, and toward something – toward a rest and peace which we possess in the midst of life’s trials.  But, thanks be to God,  He’s not just telling us be not anxious, don’t be silly, as if it were simple. As always, there is a great depth and richness to his invitation. He does not just point to healing, he takes our hand as good shepherd, and leads us to living water, to the table which is full, through the paths of valley of shadows of death.  

We are invited to give up oppressive care. There is a care which comes from struggling with life’s challenges, but mixed with this there is a kind of anxiety that tells us that we have not fully grasped the character of God’s care for us.  Knowing, really knowing in our bones, God’s care for us, does not take away struggle, but it fundamentally changes how we struggle. It’s not a mind-game, it’s an encounter with what is most true and real, the person of Jesus and his ordering of all things.  

Our Lord does not just invite us to know how his tender love for each one of us is joined to wisdom and love which moves the son and stars. He leads us to what he promises.
The Church has discerned three stages in this programme or path.

Be not anxious,  NO man can serve two masters  Ye cannot serve God and Mammon
This an invitation to purification. When we discover oppressive worry, it’s a clue that we have some other thing or things occupying the place in our lives which only God can occupy. We may be loving the wrong things, or more likely, we can right thing in the wrong way or the wrong place.  The first stage in our healing, and which we never leave behind, is purification.
  The Xn knows that in loving God and serving God, we love and serve one another best.  
We live the way of purification this morning when we confess our sins and turn to God.
Be not anxious. Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow....  
In order to love God we have to know God. In order to recognize idols, we seek illumination,  teaching, a growth in understanding. So today, like every time we gather we contemplate God’s address to us in the Scriptures. We know that  ‘The being and structure of everything created may be for us a book of Theology’.

 The beauty of the lilies invites us to see the most ‘beautiful creative Spirit, in Whom lies the cause of all beauty’. 

Be not anxious,  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness We are pointed on through purgation and illumination to the union with God which is our destination and our beginning.
To seek the Kingdom of God and his righteousness is to seek the Lord Jesus. The righteousness he promises is not just virtue, it is not only  a character or quality of life. This righteousness is a Person, it is God the Holy Spirit poured into our heart. 
We don’t just talk about union, we live this whenever we gather here to walk in the path which God has prepared for us , to worship to adore. to confirm our loves to God’s love in us. 
Union with God is not just in the future, it is at the beginning of the Xn life also. We walk the path of purgation, illumination , and union every time we gather.

Our Lord invites us to a peace and purpose which changes everything. He does not just make the invitation, he gives us the path to find the treasure which he offers a path to him and in him.
� Keller, Counterfeit Gods There is an order to love. Anything that absorbs our heart and imagination more than God, anything we seek to give us what only God can give’


� Unseen Warfare: The ‘Spiritual Combat’ and ‘Path to Paradise’ of Lorenzo Scupoli, edited by Nicodemus of the Holy Mountain, and revised by Theophan the Recluse. Trans. E Kadloubovsky and G E Palmer. SVP, 1978, p. 133. and while living in this world of the senses, we will share in the knowledge belonging to the world beyond this world’


�  He wrote: ‘When you hear the songs of birds in the trees in springtime, or other sweet singing, raise your mind to the sweetest sons of praise and think how the heaves echo for ever with Halleluiah and other angelic praises, and pray God to let you sing his praises for ever’. Ibid., p. 136


� Ibid., pp 131-2.
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